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SUMMARY

This book is a collection of articles and essays, written by
the author on the theme of teaching viewed from a phenomenological-
psychological-pedagogical perspective.

In PART I: I LEARN FROM THE WORLDS OF CHILDREN, Chapter 1
discusses the meaning of "I learn from children" with a special
focus on children's feelings and expressions. We should learn about
children, it is argued, from children we encounter in our own lives
much more than from theories which have already been formulated
elsewhere. We should not interpret children stereotyipically on the
basis of pre-established theories, but should rather attempt to
examine theories on the basis of our own direct experiences. with
children. A child should be understood as a person now living
his/her childhood. At present, the person observes us adults with
his/her seemingly immature childish eyes. The eyses, however, could
actually be more sensitive than our own and will definitely be
progressively wmatured, as lived in his/her memories on occasions of
recalls in the future.

In PART II: CREATION OF THE LIVED WORLDS, teaching is
considered as a creation of newly lived worlds in both children and
teachers. Chapter 2 discusses "I understand" as a way toward "I
change"--~a change of my world and I---, and examines the different
natures of "understanding" with respect to the various objects of
"understanding" such as material objects, deaths in the first,
second and third persons, and wunderstanding itself. Chapter 3
presents a view that a classroom teaching is a process of
encounters, confrontations and interactions, between the worlds of
the teacher and children, along with those of scientists, artists
and people appearing through teaching materials, whereby the lived
worlds of both teachers and children become enriched and
transformed. The chapter, then, explicates the process of classrooom
teaching from a practicing teacher's first person's perspective,
following the successive four stages of studying, planning, living

and reflecting. "Seeing" a classroom teaching in the first and
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SUMMARY

second person's perspective is contrasted with various kinds of
"seeing" from the objectivistic,"natural scientific®,third person's
perspective. Also, various possible meanings of negations in
teaching are analyzed with respect to an example episode of teaching
a literary work. Chapter 4 describes the author's own lived
expericence of teaching in a secondary school mathematics class, on
"Why is the product of two negatives equal to a positive 2"
Chapter 5 demonstrates a detailed explication of the gquestion:
"Where is the exit of a forest?" The explication is based upon the
analysis of the originally lived experiences of "going in and out"
and the lived space "open to actions but closed to eyes", i.e. the
forest. Chapter 6 presents a sketch of a phenomenological psychology
of learning and teaching. The psychology is viewed as one growing up
for ever, always corresponding to respective levels of increasing
richness in the learning and the teaching explicated therein.
Changes of lived worlds via learning and teaching are explicated,
along with a teaching episode and its interpretations .

In PART III: I LEARN FROM THE WORLDS OF TEACHERS, Chapter 7
gives a brief personal history of the author himself to describe how
he has wanderingly traveled from the naturalistic scientific
psychology in education to the phenomenological-psychological-
pedagogical research on tcaching practices. He had,in the middle of
his wandering travel,studied information processing approach,
cybernetics, system appraoch, and cognitive psychology. The chapter
then analyzes the necessity of human scientific research approach
for the realistic study of teaching, the study faithful and true to
the 1lived experiences of both teachers and children. Chapter 8
discusses how the author and his co-researchers have learned from
the rich lived world of the late Japanese master teacher Mr.Kihaku
Saito. Finally, in Chapter 9, the relations between the lived
experience of "seeing" and the capacity of seeing are discussed.
The capacity is explicated as a sedimentation of the active
experience of consciously concentrated "seeing”. Thus the capacity

is interpreted as the passivity and the experience as the activity.
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